Web Page Evaluation Worksheet

URL:

Name of Site:

Date Accessed:

	AUTHORITY: Who’s behind it?

	URL: What type of domain is it?

Is domain appropriate for the content?

Personal page?
	· .com

· .org/.net

· .edu

· .gov/.mil/.us

· non-US _______

· other _________

· ~ or % or users in URL

	Who wrote the page? Organization? Individual?

How did you find out?

Way to contact?
	

	Credentials?

A qualified authority/source on this subject?

How do you know?


	

	CONTENT, SCOPE: What’s there?

	If 2nd-hand information, is it authentic?

Not altered or forged?

Source well documented or reliable? How do you know?

Complete?
	

	Dated?
	Date ______

Updated regularly?

Current enough?



	Does the content and scope meet your research needs?


	

	Does the site point you to other useful sources?


	

	Can the information be checked? How?

What can you do to prove the information is true?

If the information is new, is there any proof?
	


	PURPOSE, VIEWPOINT: Why does it exist?

	What’s the page’s intent?

Why was it created?
	· Inform, facts, data

· Explain

· Persuade

· Sell/entice

· Share/disclose

· Entertain

· Other:



	Who sponsors the page?

Agency, institution, funding source?
	

	Links to other viewpoints? Bias?

Anything glaringly omitted?
	

	Satire or parody? Meant to be ironic?
	

	REPUTATION: Where cited? Awards?

	Referred by reputable source? Who?
	

	Who links to it? Their opinions of it?

Hint: in Google and AltaVista, search Link:all or part of URL
	

	
	

	DESIGN

	Does the site take a long time to load?
	· Yes 

· No

	Does the site appeal to you visually?
	· Yes

· No

	Are there ads on the site?

Do they hinder your use of the site?

What influence might they have on your evaluation of the information provided on the site?
	

	Is it easy to understand how to move around the site?
	

	Is the material structured coherently?
	

	
	

	Would you recommend this site? Why or why not?

Are you comfortable citing the site in a research paper?

	


